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Cholera Update, March 30 - April 22
by Deborah Tyroler
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March 30: Honduran Health Minister Cesar Castellenos confirmed that a Salvadoran national
had been diagnosed with cholera in Valle department, which borders on El Salvador. This was
the 28th confirmed case of cholera to date in Honduras. Nicaraguan health officials told reporters
that an 18- month-old child died, apparently as a result of having contracted cholera, in Tipitapa.
The town is located about 20 km. northeast of Managua, on the shores of Lake Managua. The
lake is contaminated with the cholera virus. Local residents regularly consume fish from the lake.
Independent researchers estimate that there may be as many as 10,000 cholera carriers in the area.
Health Ministry authorities declared a state of alert in Tipitapa, where four persons have thus far
been diagnosed with cholera. April 1: Guatemalan Health Minister Miguel Angel Montepeque
reported that since cholera was first detected in the country in July 1991, over 2,000 persons have
been infected and 65 have died. Montepeque said the Health Ministry would initiate a national
cholera prevention campaign during Holy Week targeting areas frequented by tourists. He added
that food vendors had been advised to observe strict hygienic standards in preparing food to be
sold on the streets during the holiday week. Next, Montepeque said a new outbreak of the disease
in Santiago Atitlan, Solola department, was now under control. He added that the government was
working with municipal authorities to clean wells, water storage tanks and pumps which supply
water to national hospitals in order to avoid the spread of contagious diseases. April 6: Nicaraguan
Health Minister Ernesto Salmeron confirmed two new cases of cholera, bringing the national total
to 11. April 7: Nicaraguan Minister Salmeron declared a national state of emergency asserting,
"We are facing an outbreak of cholera throughout the country." According to the minister, 15
persons have now been diagnosed with cholera. Salmeron said an estimated 1 million Holy Week
vacationers would be exposed to the disease at the country's beaches, some of which are known to
be contaminated. He added that high temperatures typical of the season, the lack of latrines and the
shortage of drinking water at the beaches, could result in large number of Nicaraguans contracting
during Easter week. He added that brigades of health workers would be sent to the beaches and
other swimming areas to provide instructions concerning food handling and to try to prevent people
from defecating outdoors. April 14: According to Nicaraguan Health Ministry spokespersons, the
total number of confirmed cholera cases has increased to 26. Ministry officials expressed concern
over a potential cholera outbreak among people displaced resulting from the April 9 eruption of
the Cerro Negro volcano. Costa Rican health authorities confirmed the second case of cholera in
that country. April 15: Guatemalan Health Minister Montepeque said that in recent weeks cholera
outbreaks had resurfaced in Zacapa, Guatemala, Suchitepequez, Escuintla, Solola and Jutiapa
departments. At present, 2,221 cases have been confirmed and 74 persons have died from cholera.
An additional 4,314 people are suspected of being infected with the disease. The minister attributed
the resurgence of the disease to "passivity" on the part of citizens, resulting in lax enforcement of
hygienic measures and preventive practices. Panamanian health officials told reporters that two
members of a Kuna tribal community located in Ucruptuma, northeast of the capital, had died from
cholera. At present, 1,523 persons have contracted the disease, 35 have died and 381 have been
hospitalized. April 22: Salvadoran Health Minister Lisandro Vasquez reported that over 1,000 new
cases of cholera were registered during Holy Week and one person died, bringing totals to 3,500 and
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48, respectively. Also during Holy Week, Guatemalan Health Ministry officials registered 17 new
cases and one death, while Panamanian counterparts reported five new confirmed cases. (Basic data
from Spanish news service EFE, 04/05/92; Inter Press Service, Notimex, 04/07/92; Agence FrancePresse, 03/30/92, 04/06/92, 04/09/92, 04/14/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 03/30/92, 04/01/92, 04/06/92, 04/08/92, 04/14/92, 04/15/92, 04/22/92)
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